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Weekly Update for February 10, 2023  

 
Stay Informed! 
The City of Independence has the reputation of being a close-knit community 
with outstanding services and neighbors that watch out for one and other.  Our 
community thrives because we have so many civic-minded residents.  
 
A reminder to everyone that you can be part of the civic process by attending 
Council Caucus and regular City Council meetings in-person, virtually, or by 
watching the live stream on the City’s YouTube channel.  Thanks to modern 
technology, people can stay informed by attending meetings in person or by 
using their smartphone, tablet, or home computer.  
 
The next City Council meeting is Tuesday, February 14, starting with the Caucus 
meeting at 5 PM at City hall.  You can find the agenda and sign up to attend 
virtually online.  
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https://www.youtube.com/@cityofindependence/streams
http://independenceoh.iqm2.com/Citizens/Default.aspx
https://www.independenceohio.org/government/city_council/index.php
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Legislative Review   
 
Read Finance Director Vern Blaze’s Legislative Review for the February 14, 2023 
City Council Meeting.   

 
 
 
Super Bowl Weekend! 

Super Bowl LVII will kick-off on Sunday, 
February 12, 2023, and for many this 
celebratory spectator event includes 
alcohol.   
 
The National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration (NHTSA) reminds 
football fans everywhere that Fans Don’t 
Let Fans Drive Drunk.  

 
The NHTSA encourages spectators to choose a game plan now – whether it is 
to use a rideshare service, taxi, public transportation, or designated sober 
driver -- to ensure they get home safe.  Independence Police will be on patrol 
looking for unsafe drivers.  
 
 
 
Native Sons & Daughters Event 
 

 
 
CVNSND is the Cuyahoga Valley branch of the National Native Sons & Daughters 
Program.  Their organization is focused on, “pure fun for dads and kids. No 
uniforms. No merit badges. No strict schedules. Memories are the only reward.” 
 
On Saturday, February 4th, the Civic Center played host to CVNSND’s annual 
“Late Night Event.” More than more than 170 members enjoyed the gym, 
inflatable obstacle course, ping-pong, and pool tables, as well as the indoor 
pool!  
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The group is comprised of fathers and their children who are in grades 
kindergarten through eighth grade.  Dinner was included and was served in the 
Oak Room of the Civic Center.   

The children also worked on some crafts in the Craft room and a magician 
captivated the audience as the main entertainment for the evening. 

 

The history of this event goes back more than 25 years and it serves two 
purposes:  First, it allows the entire group to get together for a fun evening in 
the middle of the winter where children can blow off some steam and 
secondarily, it is a fundraiser for the group to help cover the cost of equipment, 
supplies, gear, etc., which is used throughout the year to facilitate the mission 
of “Creating Memories Together.”   

Donated prizes were raffled off to the delight of the winners whose ticket was 
selected, but at the end of the night, all the participants were winners at this 
successful event.  To give back to the community, canned goods were also 
collected and then donated to the local food bank to help those in need.  The 
event was staffed by the Parks & Recreation staff. 

 

Community Services Community Corner 
 
The second edition of the Community Services 
Community Corner will be sent on Monday, 
February 13!  This e-newsletter complements 
the Community Spotlight by providing the most 
up-to-date information about Community 
Services programs, activities, events and more! 

 
The Community Corner is sent on the second Monday of every month with a 
bonus e-newsletter the week of Home Days. If you have an e-mail associated 



with your Civic Center account, you will automatically be subscribed, but make 
sure to add cs@independenceohio.org to your address book to ensure the e-
newsletter comes to your inbox.  
 
If you would like to be added to the e-mail distribution, please contact 
Community Services at 216.524.7373 or via e-mail cs@independenceohio.org. 
Community Services looks forward to your comments and feedback to ensure 
this e-newsletter truly serves you! 
 

Broadway Actor Teaches a Master Class to Independence Local School Students 
 

 
 

Actor/singer/dancer Trevor Michael Schmidt 
lead a master class for the Independence High 
School Drama Club and some Middle School 
students this week.   

 
Schmidt is a member of the Broadway touring 
production of “Beetlejuice,” which sold out 
during its run at Playhouse Square last month.  
During the class he taught the students the 
audition dance from the popular Broadway 
musical and answered students’ questions about 
acting. 
 
The Independence High School Drama Club will 
present “Shrek: The Musical” on March 17th and 
18th at 7 PM at the high school auditorium. 

Tickets will go on sale soon. There are 34 cast members including five middle 
school students and twenty high school students involved in the crews and pit 
orchestra.  
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Around Campus 
Spring is just about five weeks away, so the Parks & Recreation staff have begun 
working on the preventative maintenance needed for some of the ground 
maintenance equipment and repairing signs and signposts around the park 
campus.     

  

Also, the staff took delivery of 12 new lightweight aluminum tables for the 
Liberty Station meeting room.  These new tables replaced the old worn tables 
that were more than 15-years old.    

 

 
 

If you know someone who would like to subscribe to Mayor Kurtz’s Weekly Updates, 
please ask them to email their name to CityHall@IndependenceOhio.org 

mailto:CityHall@IndependenceOhio.org

